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bray and Utrecht, the Bishop of Strasburg, the Abbots
of Yerden and Corvey, Duke Henry of Brabant, with
many Abbots and Counts.   Most of these documents
promised the most profound submission on the part ol
Otho to the Church; specifically abandoned the detest-
able practice111 of seizing the goods of bishops and abbots
on their decease, and pledged all the undersigned to the
same loyal protection of the Church and all her rights.
The answer of Innocent was courteous, but abstained
from recognising the title of Otho.
The civil war began its desolations.   Philip at first
gained great advantages; he advanced almost
AA 1198'   to the gates of Cologne; and retreated only
on the tidings of the approach of a powerful army from
Flanders.   It was civil war in its most barbarous law-
lessness.    Bonn,   Andernach,   and other towns were
burned;   it is said that a nun was stripped naked,
anointed with honey, rolled in feathers, and then set on
a horse with her face to the tail, and paraded through
the streets.   Philip, on his side, wrought by indignation
from his constitutional mildness, commanded the guiltj
soldiers to be boiled in hot water.   The winter suspended
the hostile operations.

Philip himself maintained a lofty silence towards
Rome; he would not, it might seem, compromise th<
right of election in the princes and prelates of th<
realm, by what might be construed into the acknow
ledged arbitration of a superior authority. A year hac
now passed; the war, on the whole, had been to hi
advantage; the death of Eichard of England had de
prived Otho of his most formidable ally. Innocen
could no longer brook delay; without his aid there wa

* " Consuetudiaem illam detestabilem.